East Central Illinois Mobile Law Enforcement Training Team – MTU 13
Denny Stewart Law Enforcement Training Center
3121 Dewitt Ave., Mattoon, IL
Friday, December 12th, 2025 
1000 Hrs.

Advisory Board Meeting Minutes

In attendance:
Chief Sam Gaines			Mattoon Police Department
Chief Heath Thornton			Charleston Police Department
Sheriff Kent Martin			Coles County Sheriff’s Department
Sheriff Nate Chaplin			Douglas County Sheriff’s Department
Sheriff Brian McReynolds		Shelby County Sheriff’s Department
Chief Deputy Travis Buhnerkempe	Effingham County Sheriff’s Department	
Sheriff Steve Maroon			Cumberland County Sheriff’s Department
Ofc. Kasey Alexander			Lake Land Police Department
Chief John Clough			Kansas Police Department
Ofc. Doug Cochran			Kansas Police Department
Director Brad Oyer			MTU 13	
[bookmark: _GoBack]Assistant Director Kelsey Jacobson	MTU 13

1- Call to Order
Chief Sam Gaines called the meeting to order at 1007 hrs. A quorum was present.

2- Minutes from last meeting, September 18, 2025
Advisory Board reviewed the minutes from September 18, 2025 and November 10, 2025. 
A MOTION to approve the previous meeting minutes was made by Sherriff Brian McReynolds, seconded by Chief John Clough. Motion carried.

3- Financial Report/Grant Update
Assistant Director Jacobson reported all three bank accounts remain in good standing. Two reimbursement requests have been submitted to IDOT; One request for reimbursement is in progress to DHS. It was also reported the ASSIST Q2 payment was received at the beginning of the month.

4- MTU 13 Dues Assessment Report
Assistant Director Jacobson reported six agencies have unpaid invoices. Another attempt to collect outstanding balances will be made via email directly to the department chief.

5- From the ILETSB Meeting
Directory Oyer shared highlights from the ILETSB meeting that occurred in Oak Brook, IL December 10-11, 2026. The next quarterly meeting is tentatively scheduled for March 4-5, 2026 in Springfield. 

6- FY26 Quarter Two Training Summary
Director Oyer reported lower attendance in Q2 training and several class cancellations.
Per ILETSB Directors meeting, low attendance is occurring in all MTUs across the state.


7- FY26 Quarter Three Training Review
Advisory Board reviewed Q3 training schedule. Director Oyer reported all Traffic Crash Reconstruction classes will be cancelled due to low signups. 

Director Oyer reported there were requests for an additional Dignitary/Witness Protection class. It has been scheduled for June 2026. Classes focused toward Task Force are being scheduled for Fall 2026.

Director Oyer asked for the needs and/or class requests from the Advisory Board. No recommendations or requests were made. 

A MOTION to approve the FY26 Quarter Three Training schedule was made by Chief John Clough, seconded by Sheriff Nate Chaplin. Motion carried.

8- Training Director Vote from Interview Committee
The interview/hiring subcommittee reported four applications were submitted and reviewed. Subcommittee identified Kelsey Jacobson as their recommendation for hire. 
Chief Sam Gaines made a MOTION to vote in Kelsey Jacobson as the next MTU Director. The motion was seconded by Chief John Clough. Motion carried. The Roll Call vote was as follows:
10 – Yes; 0 - No

Chief Sam Gaines will notify other applicants and inquire about interest in Assistant position. Subcommittee will draft a contract for the MTU Director position and create job description for Assistant position. Contract and job description will be created and proposed at the March 2026 Advisory Board meeting.

9- Adjournment at 1115 hrs.
A MOTION to adjourn the meeting was made Chief John Clough, seconded by Sheriff Brian McReynolds. Motion carried. 





The next Advisory Board Meeting will be at 1000 hrs. on Thursday, March 19, 2026 at the Denny Stewart Law Enforcement Training Center.
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